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Am I permitted to donate money on Shabbos 
to the shul etc? 
 
First we must understand the nature of the 
prohibitions that are involved with donating 
money to shul on Shabbos and then see 
whether they can be overcome.  
The first problem would seem to be the 
mentioning of money on Shabbos.  
The Mechaber says 1 that it is permitted to 
discuss heavenly matters on Shabbos, which 
includes donating money to charity. Not 
only may one discuss on Shabbos whether 
certain poor people are in need of money 
and how much, one may even state the 
amount one intends to give them. All this is 
under the umbrella of חפצי שמים – heavenly 
matters, which one may deal with on 
Shabbos. 
 
But is there not a problem of donating an item 
to a shul etc? 
 
The Mechaber writes 2 that one may not 
dedicate an item to the Beis Hamikdash on 
Shabbos, 3 and the M”B explains that the 
issur involved is that it is similar to buying 
and selling. This is because dedicating 
 an item to the Beis Hamikdash (מקדיש)
automatically activates the transaction and 
the dedicated item becomes the property of 
the Beis Hamikdash. 

 

                                                
1 Simon 306:6. 
2 Simon 339:4. 
3 The Mechaber says (אין מקדישין), but I find it hard to 
translate that word. 

 
The same would apply to donating an item to a 
shul then, would it not? 
 
Yes and no.  The Magen Avraham 4 says that 
(according to the Beis Yosef) it is prohibited 
to donate a specific item to a shul on 
Shabbos because it is similar to dedicating an 
item to the Beis Hamikdash.  
He continues however that the Kol Bo says 
that one may donate an item to shul, and the 
Magan Avraham explains the difference 
between donating to the Beis Hamikdash and 
to shul saying that an item belonging to the 
Beis Hamikdash belongs only to the Beis 
Hamikdash and therefore dedicating an item 
to hekdesh (the property of the Beis 
Hamikdash) involves a complete transaction, 
whereas an item belonging to a shul belongs 
to the public as well and therefore when 
dedicating an item to a shul one has not 
accomplished a complete transaction being 
that the donor still owns a share in the item 
(together with the rest of Am Yisroel). 
 
Which opinion is the halacha? 
 
The Shulchan Aruch HaRav 5 writes that 
people do dedicate items to shul, but he 
concludes that one should dedicate it before 
Shabbos and bring it (where there is an eiruv) 
to shul on Shabbos or declare on Shabbos 

 
4 Simon 306:11. 
5 Simon 306:14. 
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that it has been donated to the shul. The 
Mishna Berura reiterates this p’sak. 6 
 
This would not be a problem with money would 
it? 
 
This problem does not exist with money or 
with non-specific items, i.e one may says on 
Shabbos that he will dedicate a paroches to the 
shul because one is not dedicating a specific 
ready-made article. The same applies with 
money. One may say that one intends 
donating 100$ to the shul because no 
transaction takes place and the mentioning 
of the money is not a problem, as stated, 
because it is for a tzedakah. 7 
 
Is one permitted to measure on Shabbos? 
 
One is prohibited to take measurements on 
Shabbos, even though in essence it does not 
involve a melacha, because it is a weekday 
activity (עובדא דחול) and is disrespectful to 
Shabbos, 8 and therefore it is not permitted 
on Shabbos. 
 
What does this include? 
 
This includes weighing items on a scale 
(mechanical obviously), weighing oneself on 
a scale, using a tape measure or ruler to 
measure distances, using a measuring spoon, 
measuring with a scaled glass or bottle. It is 
forbidden to measure the volume of a 
certain liquid, and therefore one may not 
pour liquid into a baby’s bottle and know its 
volume. 
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ztz”l is in 
doubt whether counting floor tiles to know 
the size of a room is a problem, when one 

 
6 M”B simon 306:27 
7 M”B simon 306:27. 
8 Shulchan Aruch HaRav simon 306:18. M”B 306:34. 

knows the width of an individual tile and 
thus know the size the room. 9 
 
Vort on the Parsha 
 
We find the pesukim saying: ְׁשמֹות , ְוֵאֶּלה

 ּוְלַמֵּטה ְּבֵני כ  .ְיֻפֶּנה-ָּכֵלב ֶּבן,  ְלַמֵּטה ְיהּוָדה :ָהֲאָנִׁשים
ֱאִליָדד ,  ְלַמֵּטה ִבְנָיִמןכא  .ַעִּמיהּוד-ְׁשמּוֵאל ֶּבן, ִׁשְמעֹון
.ָיְגִלי-ֶּבן, ֻּבִּקי--ָנִׂשיא, ָדן- ּוְלַמֵּטה ְבֵניכב  .ִּכְסלֹון-ֶּבן   

The first three names are mentioned without 
stating the fact that there were נשיאים while 
from then onwards each name is coupled 
with the word נשיא.  
The Beis Yitschak explains that Hashem did 
not want to “remind” the tribe of Shimon 
that they had lost their נשיא and therefore 
the word נשיא was omitted from the tribes 
before and after Shimon.  
We see from here how Hashem Yisborach 
feels for others even though the reason the 
 .was killed was a just one נשיא
   
Food For Thought 
 
Is one permitted to measure for the sake of a 
mitzvah? 
 
What about for the sake of a baby or for an ill 
person? 
 
Why is “measuring time” not ossur (you look at 
your watch, don’t you)? 
 
Answers coming next week.  
 

                                                 
9 SS”K 29:33 in the תיקונים ומילואים. 


