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Should one call a Jewish ambulance service or 
a regular one? 
 
It would depend on the nature of the call. If 
it is a dire emergency such as chest pains, 
profuse bleeding, unconsciousness, 
emergency childbirth or any other case 
where a life is endangered, one should call a 
Jewish ambulance service because of the 
reasons mentioned in the last shiur.  
If however the patient must be transferred 
to hospital but not in an emergency 
situation, such as a normal childbirth, a cut 
that requires stitching, 1 most fractures, 2 
then it is sufficient to summon a regular 
ambulance service as there is ample time to 
reach the hospital and even if the service will 
dally in coming no adverse harm would be 
caused by the slight delay. Obviously, if 
there is reason to believe that by summoning 
the regular ambulance service the patient’s 
life would be endangered the Jewish 
ambulance service must be summoned. 
 
What if one violated the Shabbos for pikuach 
nefesh and the patient did not require it, does 
one need to do teshuva? 
 
The following can and does happen: If one 
witnesses a car accident, during the week, 

 
                                                1 There might be cases where it is an emergency but 

in most cases there is ample time to stitch. 
2 Obviously this is not intended to be a medical 
guideline and one must refer to a doctor or rav for a 
proper evaluation and halachik ruling, this is intended 
merely to give an idea of medical problems and how 
they are to be dealt with on Shabbos. 

the first instinct is to call the ambulance 
service, but on Shabbos one might dally and 
say that others witnessed the accident as well 
and calling the service will be an unnecessary 
chilul Shabbos. This is a very incorrect attitude 
and a dangerous one, because everyone else 
could be thinking the same and thus the 
patient goes uncared for. 
The correct attitude to have is as follows: 
The Shulchan Aruch says 3 “the doctors 
assessed that a patient (pikuach nefesh) 
requires a fresh fig and 10 people ran to pick 
the fig from a tree. They all picked a fig and 
ran back with their figs and gave them to the 
patient. Even if the patient ate the fig first 
brought to him and thus all the other figs 
were not needed, not only are they exempt 
from chilul Shabbos, they will all receive a just 
reward from Hashem for their virtuous 
intention. 4 
We see from this that one must not think 
twice when someone’s life is in danger and 
one must do all in one’s power to help in a 
pikuach nefesh situation. Even if retroactively 
one’s “chilul Shabbos” is unnecessary, it is not 
called chilul Shabbos and one receives a 
reward for attempting to save a Jewish life. 
 
What if we are not sure whether it is pikuach 
nefesh? Is it permitted to violate the Shabbos? 

 
3 Simon 328:15. 
4 The M”B 328:40 explains that each person thought 
that he could bring the fig quicker than the other 
person and the patient required it as soon as possible. 
If the patient was not in immediate danger they 
would not have all been permitted to pick a fig. 
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The Shulchan Aruch 5 mentions a case where 
a roof caves into a room where people stood 
not long before. The following doubts are 
present: was somebody buried alive? If yes, 
is he still alive or dead? 
It is understood that removing the building 
materials involves an issur d’oraisso – a biblical 
prohibition, 6 and nevertheless the halacha is 
that despite the doubts involved in this case 
one is commanded to violate the Shabbos 
and attempt to rescue people buried beneath 
the roof. It is possible that nobody is there 
and it is possible that it is too late and 
nothing can be done, which retroactively 
means that one violated the Shabbos for 
nothing. 
This is irrelevant. One is commanded to 
violate the Shabbos even for a safek pikuach 
nefesh, as we learned that the keeping of 
Shabbos is not to pose an obstacle from 
saving one’s life. 
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How far does this go? What is considered a 
safek? 
 
Here lies the difficult question, because on 
the one hand we do not want to take pikuach 
nefesh lightly and yet on the other hand we do 
not want to take Shabbos lightly either.  
One must therefore be convinced that there 
is at least a certain measure of doubt that the 
case involves pikuach nefesh and when that is 
established, one should violate the Shabbos 
for that pikuach nefesh. 
 
 
 
Vort on the Parsha 

                                                 
5 Simon 329:3. 
6 Which in itself requires an explanation, but it is 
irrelevant to the facts. 

 
The possuk says (31:6) you (plural) should 
be strong and not fear them, because 
Hashem is with you (singular), he will not let 
you go or abandon you. The possuk at first 
refers to Am Yisroel as a multitude and then 
talks to each individual. The Alsheich 
HaKadsoh says that when Am Yisroel are 
not united, Hashem must tell them to 
strengthen themselves and not fear the 
enemy, but when they are united – a single 
unit – they do not need to be told that they 
must strengthen themselves, it is 
unnecessary, because Hashem will not 
abandon or let them go as He will do 
everything. 
 
 
Food For Thought 
 
If, for example, there is treif food in the 
hospital, is one permitted to traverse the 
reshus harabim to bring kosher food or must 
the patient eat the treif food? 
 
Some have the notion that the Shabbos may 
only be violated by people already dealing with 
the chilul Shabbos but others should refrain, is 
that true? 
 
My neighbor knocks on my door on Friday 
night asking to borrow my car in order to take 
his wife to hospital. It is not an emergency but 
she must go. Must I give up my car, knowing 
that as a result the battery will die, or can I say 
to him that he should call the ambulance 
service? 
 
Answers coming next week.  
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Note:  The purpose of this series is intended solely for the clarification of the topics discussed and not to render halachic decisions. It 
is intended to heighten everyone's awareness of important practical questions which do arise on this topic.  One must consult with a 

proper halachic authority in order to receive p'sak.  


